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LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends,

Last year, we had the privildgdping two young women on their educational journ@ydwding
academicscholarships tthese amazingimigrant scholars. This was only possible because of the
generous support of our friends, famalyd colleaguesn other words, you.

We know thaimmigrant women are
represented all over the educational spectr
where just about on¢hird earnpost
secondey degreesWe also knowhat
completing this educational journ@your
current social and political contehxas
become more and more chatiging for
immigrants and their families.

At the Magdalena Scholarship Fund for
Immigrant and Refugee Women our goal is
simple: spport immigrant and refugee
women who reflect the characteristics of
altruism, tenacity and a dedication to
education thatlagdalenaisplayed
throughout her life.

While our organization is small, we know th
power of immigrant women and the influence

they have within their own communities and society as a Whebzre so privileged to serve as a nexus
between community and scholars and hope to greatly expand our work in the coming years.

Thank you so much for your involvement and support. It makes a real difference.

Sincerely

Edgar Orejel de la Trinidad
Board Chair

September 302019



OUR MISSION

Guided by Magdal ena o
and the incredibly powerful legacy she
imprinted on this world, the Magdalena

Orejel Scholarship Fund for Immigrant

and Refugee Women worksgapport

immigrant and refugee women who

reflectN e n ahdaracteristics of altruism,
tenacity and dedication to educatiso

that they too caftourish to their full

potential.

NENA®S LEGACY
Altruism Tenacity Dedication

People who knew Nena Nena was the embodiment o0 Nena wasledicatedd helpng
understood her catern for the persistence and resilience. S| others pursu¢heir edwcational
weltbeing of others. Family, set her sights on a goal and dreams.
friends and casual acquaintan executedt with precision and  Shebelieed that continued
all can describe countless grace. From guiding her famil educationahchievementas a
instances of her interestinth  across borders in search of meaningfufjoalto move
wellbeing angbrosperity of ~ economic and social prosperit individuals communities, and
others. to landing her first job in the society forward
aerospace industry. Néha

tenacity was unrtehed.



FINANCIAL S
EXPENSES

Acadanic Scholarships

100%

All funds raised go directly to scholarskeigpients.

Fundraising
0%

Fundraisingd possible due to the genergugportof

volunteers

Managemerdand General
0%

All management and general expenses are covere

the Board of Directors at no expense to thattation

SOURCES OF REVENE

Small Donations
100%

All our efforts are people powerdadividual
donations range froi®10 to$500Q



20182019MSF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Mehraeel in her own words:

My life in Egypt was not easy, | had to go to
school every day knowing that a bomb migh
explode near me because | was a Christian.
Also, | had to walk to my aftschool lessons
fully aware that | might get kidnapped beca
| am a female not wearing galtn,
nevertheless, school was my only hope out
this danger. My education along with my
Ssistersd was the rea
land of freedom. Nonetheless, | did not kno
that | needed to break sexist stereotypes an
traditions as well as the laage barrier. My father is one of the many Egyptian men who was taught
that men are superior and can use violence against women who are created to serve the males in thei
families. The women in my family never got anywhere with talking to him. But nwherel saw

that my second sister who aspired to become an engineer was forced to become a pharmacy
technician because my father thought that the medical path was best for her, | decided to speak up.
Hence, | began the conversation with my dad as my sistkray mother quietly listened. Then to

my surprise, they slowly joined the conversation and revealed their buried emotional scars as well,
perhaps emboldened by my audacity. And as we talked, | firmly told him that | was not going to stand
by any more offiis sexist attitude. | made it clear that the United States offefre@dsm which is

why we came here, hence we had to get rid of the old way of thinking and begin to think for ourselves

as humans living in the modern age. At times, | felt as ifgairag nowhere withim, but my

oo want to attain a Bache
and assist those who have no one to speak up
for them. Safety, freedom, and happiness are all

t hat | wi sh of or pec«



motivation was going to school here. Through my education, | learned that | was living in a bubble
called Egypt surrounded by one way of thinking and | knew | had to break free in order to keep
learning more about what | svaot aware of. It was quite difficult because no one was helping me talk
to him firmly like 1 was. Eventually, after exactly two hours, he quietly acknowledged his faults and
the difficulties we faced while living with him. That was the first time | gpdemyself and others

and it was all possible because of the knowledge | gained here in America. As days passed, he did no
talk to anyone, for he was both embarrassed and mad at the sitbafi@pologized to him for

having seemed disrespectfuli balso told him that it had to be done. And our family has been

slowly getting better ever since. From this experience, | realized that | need to stand up and speak for
myself as well as for others if | wanted to see real change. And just when Ithinogsyhtere

becoming better arounde, | began to notice that some of my friends at school became increasingly
terrified because of the last presidential election, for they were undocumented. In order to advocate
for them, | then joined the IDEAS Club a@rampus, which offers support for the undocumented

students and their families. By attending conferences and interning at Ferias Legales, a legal clinic the
provides free services to the undocumented families, | now speak up for individuals who are seeking
asylum themselves, the same way | once needed refuge for me and my family. The club was my
support through high school since we all faced the same problems with learning a new language.
Through it, | was able to help and receive the necessary toolsdedirt school. That is why | want

to attain @a ¢ h e them a @ degree and assist those who have no one to speak up for them such
as individuals in IDEAS Club. The degree will help me gain the credibility needed in order to

become an advocate for those like me who want to speak up but need that encotifeyaraen

adult. I want to make sure that no one has to walk scared of what might happen to them. Safety,
freedom, and happiness are all that | wish for people and my goal is to help others attain such

necessities.



20182019 MSFSCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Katerinin her ovn words:

From the moment | left my country, | knew | wanted to
accomplish my American Dream of going to college becaus
knew with higheeducation] had more opportunities to help
my family and have a better life. Through the past four yea
realizel that going to college was my pathway to a better lif¢
but also for my passions and dreams to become a doctor &
give back to the community as others did it for someone lik]
me. My journey in this country started with not only having
face that | wasndocumented but also that | could not hold &
single conversation in English. Coming from a single paren
Hispanic household where no one spoke English or knew
anything about the school system meant that | had to find @
way to teach myself how to do my lesvork and navigate my way around a whole new school.

However, | decided not to let that stop me and completed my assignments with the help of Google
Translate, extra tutoring sessions by my English language development teacher, and by reading many
books. Eventually, the extra time that | had spent helped me to have smoother conversations. Knowing
that | had the opportunity to become better if | challenged myself, even more, | applied to be in the

AVID program going into eighth grade. Being accepted infartigeam allowed me to further develop

my language arts and math skills as | pushed myself, adopting the AVID philosophy of Advancement Via
Individual Determination, by taking more challenging classes throughout high school. By continuing with
the AVID program,l was able to develop better study skills and take advantage of tutoring that allowed
me to excel in both Honors and even Advanced Placement classes. Particularly, gaining greater fluency
in the English language has allowed me to not only take Hemglish classes but has also led me to

take the AP English Language and Composition c
the AP exam. Classes that | would have never thbuiie good atin addition, | was able to

overcome my fear of plic speaking through AVID because | was challenged to give presentations at

our AVID college presentations and other various functions. Furthermore, | learned much about the
college application process and the requirements for college admission, whidmbivhave known if

it wasnot for AVID.



Then, just as | started excelling academically, | also found out about the IDEAS Club, a club that helps
the undocumented student to go to college, in my freshman year. Really coming to terms with a tangible
opportunity to attend a foyrear university gardless of my status, | studied intensely, giving my very

best inall my rigorous classes because | knew that | had a chance to go to a uDe®Bsitined to

learn more about rights and support available to those undocumented, | attended evelybsingle

OFrom the moment | | ef t
wanted to accomplish my American Dream of

going to college because | knew with higher
education, | had more opportunities to help my

family and have a be

meeting on Wednesdays after school and heard different stories of undocumented students that were
succeeding in some of the top universities around the country. Fired up, | made sure my grades were jus
as good as those of the speakers, as | tookphawtonors and AP classes, ensuring the strongest of
chances to be admitted to top schools for my education. In addition, | volunteered at many of the club
events, such as the Keep Warren Beautiful cleaaerg. | also helped raise money to offer

scholaships for graduating IDEAS seniors through the garage sales and Christmas door decorations.
Eventually, | became the vice president of the club in my sophomore year and then the president in my
juni or year. Now, | @aticy baird nhieimberp therpersoo ih charde ef providind a ¢
legal information, and continue to support and learn from the club. Through this different leadership

and academic experiences, | learned to encourage, empathize, mobilize and empower others, so that

they, toowill desire to reach for their American dream regardless of what some may say.
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TEACHER Mercelena Vasquez-Funk, right, poses with Warren High students at an 1D
day. She started the club, which stands for “improving dreams, equality, nccess and suce
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S meeting Wednes-
" in 2012,

Immigrant best friends’
knows no borders

bond

STEVE LOPEZ

The giris were
from different
worlds when
they met in
seventh
grade, at
Stauffer Mid-
die School in
Downey,but
they had two
things in common.

They were both immi
grants, one from El Sal-
vador and the other from
Egypt, and neither of them
spoke much Engtish.

Katerin had, at 1l years
old, made a tervifving trek
through Guatemala and
Mexico by car, bus, boat and
on foot, Her feet blistered
when she crossed the
scorching desert, but she
was determined to be re-

and her best friend Katerin, 18, came from
vador. They met as seventh-graders in Dowr

MEHRAEEL, 17, left, came to the US. from Egypt,
o

united with her mother.
Mehraeel had fled Calro
with her family at 13, racing
tothe airport in fear of
religious persecution during
a political uprising,

Before Katerin knew
where Mehraeel was from,
she heard her say a few
words in heavily accented
English and tried speaking
to Mehraeel in Spanish, but
she got no response,

*“Then Ifigured out, oh,
she’s from Egypt,” said
Katerin. “They don't speak
Spanish over there,”

By eighth grade, the girls
were on their way to becom-
Ing best Mriends, as they
cracked the mysteries of
Englishand adapted toa
new culture. They moved on
to Warren High School
together, took all the tough-

[See Lopez, BY)

Consequences

Few are left unscathed
after a jury clears the
Fresno lawmaker of a
child cruelty charge.
BY TARYN LURA

SACRAMENTO -~ A
Fresno jury rejected a
charge of child abuse against
Assemblyman Joaquin Ar-
ambula last week, but the
case left Central Valley offi-
cials bitterly divided and
could dog both the Demo-
cratic legislator and the lo-
cal prosecutor for years to
come.

A not-guilty  verdict
Thursday allowed Ar-
ambula to retain his seat in
the state Legislature but at
some cost to his family and
his reputation. For Fresno
County Dist. Alty. Lisa
Smittcamp, the finding
could bolster the defense’s
argument that the charges
were politically motivated.

“1 think its something
that both of them are going
to have to continue to an-
swer to,” sald David Mu-
gridge, a criminal defense at
torney in Fresno who closely

followed the case. *Tt's not
Roing away.”
Police arrested

Arambula at his daughter’s
elementary school on Dec. ¥
after she alleged that her fa-
ther hit her on the face, his

could linger in
Arambula trial

ring leaving a l-inch bruise,
the night prior. The prosecu-
tion's case largely hung on
the girT's testimony and her
tone changed on the stand
during her father's trial
when she largely described
the incident as an accident.

Arambula is the son of
Juan Arambula, a well-
known local politician, and
represents a safe Demo-
cratic seat in the Central
Valley, a region of the state
historically known for its
conservative leanings
Smittcamp is a registered
Republican and the daugh-
ter-in-law of a prominent lo-
cal GOP donor, but has de-
nied that politics played any
role in her choice to try the
case

After months of mud-
slinging in the media and an
intense case that publicly
pitted a father against his
T-year-old daughter, Smitt-
camp stood by her decision

*T just think the most im-
portant thing to say about
this trial Is it was the job of
the Fresno County district
attorney’s office to give this
little girl & voice, and that's
the justice In this” Smitt-
camp said. “We gave her a
volce.”

Arambula, a 42-year-old
medical doctor, thanked his
loved ones and said the ex-
pertence “has only strength-
ened us as a family, and me
as a father. a son and a hus-

| See Arambula, BE)

J0uN WALKER Preme les

JOAQUIN ARAMBULA, surrounded by family and
his attorneys, speaks to reporters after his aoquittal,









