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LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR 

Dear Friends,  
Last year, we had the privilege helping two young women on their educational journey by providing 

academic scholarships to these amazing immigrant scholars. This was only possible because of the 

generous support of our friends, family, and colleagues; in other words, you.  

 

We know that immigrant women are 

represented all over the educational spectrum 

where just about one-third earn post-

secondary degrees. We also know that 

completing this educational journey, in our 

current social and political context, has 

become more and more challenging for 

immigrants and their families.  

 

At the Magdalena Scholarship Fund for 

Immigrant and Refugee Women our goal is 

simple: support immigrant and refugee 

women who reflect the characteristics of 

altruism, tenacity and a dedication to 

education that Magdalena displayed 

throughout her life.  

 

While our organization is small, we know the 

power of immigrant women and the influence 

they have within their own communities and society as a whole. We are so privileged to serve as a nexus 

between community and scholars and hope to greatly expand our work in the coming years.  

 

Thank you so much for your involvement and support. It makes a real difference. 

 

Sincerely, 

Edgar Orejel de la Trinidad 

Board Chair  

September 30
th

, 2019 
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OUR MISSION 
Guided by Magdalena òNenaó Orejel 

and the incredibly powerful legacy she 

imprinted on this world, the Magdalena 

Orejel Scholarship Fund for Immigrant 

and Refugee Women works to support 

immigrant and refugee women who 

reflect Nenaõs characteristics of altruism, 

tenacity and dedication to education, so 

that they too can flourish to their full 

potential.  

 

 

NENAõS LEGACY 

Altruism Tenacity Dedication 
 

People who knew Nena 

understood her concern for the 

well-being of others. Family, 

friends and casual acquaintances 

all can describe countless 

instances of her interest in the 

wellbeing and prosperity of 

others. 

 

 

Nena was the embodiment of 

persistence and resilience. She 

set her sights on a goal and 

executed it with precision and 

grace. From guiding her family 

across borders in search of 

economic and social prosperity 

to landing her first job in the 

aerospace industry. Nenaõs 

tenacity was unmatched.  

 

Nena was dedicated to helping 

others pursue their educational 

dreams.  

She believed that continued 

educational achievement was a 

meaningful goal to move 

individuals, communities, and 

society forward. 
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FINANCIAL S 

EXPENSES 

Academic Scholarships 

100% 

All funds raised go directly to scholarship recipients. 

Fundraising 

0% 

Fundraising is possible due to the generous support of 

volunteers. 

Management and General 

0% 

All management and general expenses are covered by 

the Board of Directors at no expense to the foundation. 

 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

Small Donations 

100% 

All our efforts are people powered. Individual 

donations range from $10 to $500. 
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2018-2019 MSF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Mehraeel in her own words: 

My life in Egypt was not easy, I had to go to 

school every day knowing that a bomb might 

explode near me because I was a Christian. 

Also, I had to walk to my after-school lessons 

fully aware that I might get kidnapped because 

I am a female not wearing a hijab, 

nevertheless, school was my only hope out of 

this danger. My education along with my 

sistersõ was the reason that we came to the 

land of freedom. Nonetheless, I did not know 

that I needed to break sexist stereotypes and 

traditions as well as the language barrier. My father is one of the many Egyptian men who was taught 

that men are superior and can use violence against women who are created to serve the males in their 

families. The women in my family never got anywhere with talking to him. But not me. When I saw 

that my second sister who aspired to become an engineer was forced to become a pharmacy 

technician because my father thought that the medical path was best for her, I decided to speak up. 

Hence, I began the conversation with my dad as my sisters and my mother quietly listened. Then to 

my surprise, they slowly joined the conversation and revealed their buried emotional scars as well, 

perhaps emboldened by my audacity. And as we talked, I firmly told him that I was not going to stand 

by any more of his sexist attitude. I made it clear that the United States offered us freedom, which is 

why we came here, hence we had to get rid of the old way of thinking and begin to think for ourselves 

as humans living in the modern age. At times, I felt as if I was going nowhere with him, but my  

òI want to attain a Bachelorõs then a law degree 

and assist those who have no one to speak up 

for them. Safety, freedom, and happiness are all 

that I wish for peopleéó 
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motivation was going to school here. Through my education, I learned that I was living in a bubble 

called Egypt surrounded by one way of thinking and I knew I had to break free in order to keep 

learning more about what I was not aware of. It was quite difficult because no one was helping me talk 

to him firmly like I was. Eventually, after exactly two hours, he quietly acknowledged his faults and 

the difficulties we faced while living with him. That was the first time I spoke up for myself and others 

and it was all possible because of the knowledge I gained here in America. As days passed, he did not 

talk to anyone, for he was both embarrassed and mad at the situation. So, I apologized to him for 

having seemed disrespectful, but I also told him that it had to be done. And our family has been 

slowly getting better ever since. From this experience, I realized that I need to stand up and speak for 

myself as well as for others if I wanted to see real change. And just when I thought things were 

becoming better around me, I began to notice that some of my friends at school became increasingly 

terrified because of the last presidential election, for they were undocumented. In order to advocate 

for them, I then joined the IDEAS Club on campus, which offers support for the undocumented 

students and their families. By attending conferences and interning at Ferias Legales, a legal clinic that 

provides free services to the undocumented families, I now speak up for individuals who are seeking 

asylum themselves, the same way I once needed refuge for me and my family. The club was my 

support through high school since we all faced the same problems with learning a new language. 

Through it, I was able to help and receive the necessary tools to succeed in school. That is why I want 

to attain a Bachelorõs then a law degree and assist those who have no one to speak up for them such 

as individuals in IDEAS Club. The degree will help me gain the credibility needed in order to 

become an advocate for those like me who want to speak up but need that encouragement from an 

adult. I want to make sure that no one has to walk scared of what might happen to them. Safety, 

freedom, and happiness are all that I wish for people and my goal is to help others attain such 

necessities. 
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2018-2019 MSF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Katerin in her own words: 

From the moment I left my country, I knew I wanted to 

accomplish my American Dream of going to college because I 

knew with higher education, I had more opportunities to help 

my family and have a better life. Through the past four years, I 

realized that going to college was my pathway to a better life 

but also for my passions and dreams to become a doctor and 

give back to the community as others did it for someone like 

me.  My journey in this country started with not only having to 

face that I was undocumented but also that I could not hold a 

single conversation in English. Coming from a single parent 

Hispanic household where no one spoke English or knew 

anything about the school system meant that I had to find a 

way to teach myself how to do my homework and navigate my way around a whole new school. 

However, I decided not to let that stop me and completed my assignments with the help of Google 

Translate, extra tutoring sessions by my English language development teacher, and by reading many 

books. Eventually, the extra time that I had spent helped me to have smoother conversations. Knowing 

that I had the opportunity to become better if I challenged myself, even more, I applied to be in the 

AVID program going into eighth grade. Being accepted into the program allowed me to further develop 

my language arts and math skills as I pushed myself, adopting the AVID philosophy of Advancement Via 

Individual Determination, by taking more challenging classes throughout high school. By continuing with 

the AVID program, I was able to develop better study skills and take advantage of tutoring that allowed 

me to excel in both Honors and even Advanced Placement classes. Particularly, gaining greater fluency 

in the English language has allowed me to not only take Honors English classes but has also led me to 

take the AP English Language and Composition course and have Aõs for both semesters, even passing 

the AP exam. Classes that I would have never thought Iõd be good at. In addition, I was able to 

overcome my fear of public speaking through AVID because I was challenged to give presentations at 

our AVID college presentations and other various functions. Furthermore, I learned much about the 

college application process and the requirements for college admission, which I would not have known if 

it wasnõt for AVID. 
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Then, just as I started excelling academically, I also found out about the IDEAS Club, a club that helps 

the undocumented student to go to college, in my freshman year. Really coming to terms with a tangible 

opportunity to attend a four-year university regardless of my status, I studied intensely, giving my very 

best in all my rigorous classes because I knew that I had a chance to go to a university. Determined to 

learn more about rights and support available to those undocumented, I attended every single club 

meeting on Wednesdays after school and heard different stories of undocumented students that were 

succeeding in some of the top universities around the country. Fired up, I made sure my grades were just 

as good as those of the speakers, as I took multiple Honors and AP classes, ensuring the strongest of 

chances to be admitted to top schools for my education. In addition, I volunteered at many of the club 

events, such as the Keep Warren Beautiful cleaning event. I also helped raise money to offer 

scholarships for graduating IDEAS seniors through the garage sales and Christmas door decorations. 

Eventually, I became the vice president of the club in my sophomore year and then the president in my 

junior year. Now, Iõm still part of the club as the policy board member, the person in charge of providing 

legal information, and continue to support and learn from the club. Through this different leadership 

and academic experiences, I learned to encourage, empathize, mobilize and empower others, so that 

they, too, will desire to reach for their American dream regardless of what some may say. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òFrom the moment I left my country, I knew I 

wanted to accomplish my American Dream of 

going to college because I knew with higher 

education, I had more opportunities to help my 

family and have a better life.ó 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES ð IMMIGRANT BEST 

FRIENDSõ BOND KNOWS NO BORDERS 
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